
Dete Old Age Home 
 
Feel like helping at an Old Age Home on the border of Hwange National Park? 
 
History 
 
Originally started by the Catholic Church in 1987, Dete Old Age Home remains the only place in 
the wider area for the elderly without any family and unable to look after themselves to find a 
home. Run by the very engaging and able team of Sister Lola, Sister Steria and Sister Rosa, the 
home is a leading light in the provision of care for the elderly and disadvantaged in the Dete area.  
 
Work Done 
 
At present, 28 people live there full time and many more are supported at their places of residence. 
The home has its own vegetable garden and water supply which means it is able to grow almost 
enough fresh food to sustain itself throughout the year. Residents at the home, as elderly as they are, 
also willingly work in a neighbouring field, cultivating maize (corn) and harvest it when it is ready. 
Many of the ladies at the home weave the most beautiful baskets and the men create wooden 
carvings. 
 
The Mother Africa Trust provides sustained support to the home in the form of food packages, 
essential medication as well as general help around the home. In 2012 the Trust supplied over 6 
months worth of food, medication for a few inmates as well as technical assistance in various forms.  
 
Volunteering Opportunities 
 
The Mother Africa Trust has worked closely with Dete Old Age Home for over a year and a half, 
providing much-needed food and medical supplies. We are now able to offer limited opportunities 
for visitors to work with the staff and people at the home. Whilst on this project, your biggest 
service will be the labour and time that you can offer. Volunteers can become involved with all 
aspects of the home, from helping out in the gardens to caring for the elderly. 
 
Need to Know 
Location: Hwange 
Pick up point: Victoria Falls or Bulawayo 
Duration: Minimum Time: 2 days. Maximum Time: 2 weeks. 
Main activities:  Light to heavy garden work, basic housework and cleaning, sewing and craftwork. 
Working routine: 0730am - 4:30pm, up to 6 days per week. 
Who can join?: Volunteers aged 18 years or older on arrival. 
 
 


