
Ethandweni Children's Home 
 
Without a doubt this is one of the most humbling and rewarding places to work in Zimbabwe. 
 
History 
 
Started in 1997 by Bent and Birthe Kristensen, Ethandweni Children's Home has lived up to the 
meaning of its name as a “place of love”. Able to house up to 36 children full-time, the home 
received a National Award for merit in 1999 from the Institute of Architects of Zimbabwe. Praising 
the design and construction methods, the citation read in part, that the “result is a little group of 
buildings that sits comfortably in the landscape, and that could serve as a model for the rural low 
cost social housing that Zimbabwe so desperately needs.” With their retirement, Bent and Birthe 
divide their time between their native Denmark and their greatest achievement of Ethandweni. They 
have little to worry about as the home is in the capable, compassionate hands of Lucien Oosthuizen, 
resident at the home since 2007. 
 
The target group for assistance are children in the most desperate situations from the Matobo 
District, typically having lost both parents and left with no alternative place to go; their extended 
family is either non-existent or unable to cope. The children include both sexes, and range from 
newborns up to 18 year olds. As far as possible, all activities are in conjunction with the 
Department of Social Welfare, Ministry of Health, local leaders, and other organizations working in 
the area. 
 
From the outset, the home was designed to be environmentally friendly. In an area prone to 
droughts, rain-water is harvested and waste water recycled. Solar energy is used to heat water for 
bathing and washing. A solar water pump is also in operation. The home grows almost all of its 
food, providing a balanced vegetarian diet for the children. A long term aim is to become as self 
sufficient as possible. 
 
Current Status 
 
Ethandweni weathered the economic storm of 2000-2009, and emerged battered but having 
maintained its core services and lived its aims of helping children. Today, the children stay in 
shared bedrooms, in small groups of 3-4 from different age groups, like brothers or sisters who can 
learn from and help one another. They look after their own clothes, kept in their own individual 
wardrobes, and take responsibility for their surroundings. All children are taught the five basic 
human values of Truth, Right Conduct, Peace, Love and Non-Violence as essential to the 
development of character but Ethandweni is a non-denominational institution. 
 
The children are encouraged to feel part of their local community, for instance joining other local 
children in walking to school (in the case of the secondary school, 4km away, the older children 
leave at 6am).The children are also encouraged to invite their friends home, and participate in 
village sports. 
 
A 72-child pre-school caters for the local community, providing the essential first step in education 
of children in the area. A well-stocked workshop is at hand for local repairs and greatly assists those 
in the community without access to the mechanical workshops of the nearby towns. A small 
medical facility helps those unable to get to the larger clinics. 
 
Drawn from the local villages, the staff form a loving and dedicated family for the children.  
 
Volunteering Opportunities 



 
The Mother Africa Trust has worked closely with Ethandweni for a number of years, including 
arranging for visitors to work with the staff and children at the home. Volunteers can become 
involved with all aspects of the home, from helping out in the gardens to caring for the children and 
helping with homework. 
 
Need to Know 
 
Location: Matobo Hills 
Pick up point: Bulawayo 
Duration: Minimum time: three days. Maximum time: 1 month. 
Main activities: Light to heavy garden work, basic housework and cleaning, childcare. 
Working routine: 0730am - 4:30pm, up to 6 days per week. 
Who can join?: Volunteers aged 18 years or older. 
 
 


